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WHAT WOULD BRING YOU PEACE 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 
 

Luke 19:41-42 

Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem 

41As He approached Jerusalem and saw the city, He wept over it and said, 42‘If you 

had only known on this day what would bring you peace…’ 

 

 

A wise man once said, “True peace is not merely the absence of tension; it is the 

presence of justice.” A man by the name of Bill Procter would agree with that. For 33 

years, Bill was first a beat reporter and then an investigative reporter for various TV 

news stations throughout the country, including here in Kansas City. Twenty years ago, 

Bill was the investigative reporter for the murder of a girl in Detroit. He was the one who 

pointed police towards LaMarr Monson. LaMarr Monson was arrested and later 

convicted of that murder, sentenced to 30-50 years in prison. But shortly before Bill 

Procter retired, he received a tip that somebody else was the actual murderer of that 

girl. A man named Robert. Other evidence also came to light, revealing LaMarr’s 

innocence. Now, Bill Procter has been spending his retirement searching for Robert, 

trying to get justice for LaMarr Monson. If the presence of justice is what also makes for 

peace, then perhaps Bill Procter is seeking peace for LaMarr and for himself. 

 

Peace has many layers, doesn’t it? Peace is the end of hostilities, the end of tension 

between nations that were once at war. Peace is seeing things set right, establishing 

justice. Peace is having closure. Peace is reconciliation with God. Peace is tasted 

when one strings together several days in a row of not being overwhelmed by 

depression. Peace is letting go. Letting go of a long-held guilt. Letting go of fear. 
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Letting go of a loved one who is dying or who has died. Peace is letting go of the 

crushing weight of carrying someone else’s cross.  

 

What would bring you peace? Some of the people in the second-last chapter of 

Luke’s Gospel thought they knew what would bring peace. Barabbas. A man who 

had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder. He thought that what would 

bring peace was freedom, in this case freedom from Rome and Roman oppression. 

So, an insurrection, a rebel war against the government was what he’d started. The 

chief priests and rulers of the people. They thought that what would bring peace was 

getting rid of the troublemakers in the world like Jesus. For the Sanhedrin, the way to 

peace was to keep Rome happy and to keep the operations at the Temple running 

smoothly. But Jesus was getting in the way of those things. The Pharisees. They had not 

given up on the idea of the Messiah coming. They just thought that when Messiah 

came He would compliment them on their faultless obedience. They believed that 

what would bring peace was if all Jews would render faultless obedience to the Torah. 

Then, Messiah would come.  

 

And then there was Simon of Cyrene. The man forced to carry Jesus’ cross. We are 

told very little about him. Being from Cyrene on the coast of North Africa, where there 

was a sizable Jewish community in those days, he had probably come to Jerusalem 

like so many other Jewish pilgrims. He had come for Passover. At the very moment he 

was grabbed from the crowd by the Roman soldiers, he was probably on his way to 

finish his Passover preparations. What would bring him peace? In his mind? Probably 

carrying that cross up to Golgotha as quickly as his feet would carry him, so that he 

could be rid of it and so that he could get on with the festivities of that holiday. But 

when Jesus’ cross was placed on Simon’s shoulders, did it turn out to be quite a bit 

heavier and slow him down a bit more than he had thought? Did Simon find it to be 

crushing to carry the weight of someone else’s cross?  

 

In Paul Kalanithi’s book, When Breath Becomes Air, he tells the story of a fellow 

surgeon, with whom he had been friends and worked closely. This fellow surgeon 

committed suicide when a patient of his died. Some types of surgeons see so much 

death. They are in direct contact with so many grieving families who must bear the 

cross of losing a loved one. Well, according to Kalanithi, surgeons feel the weight that 
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these grieving families bear. They grieve. They feel guilt. It piles up. And that weight 

can be crushing. As in the case of this surgeon, Kalanithi’s friend, who upon leaving 

the operating room, immediately went up to the roof of the hospital and jumped off. 

There are some crosses you cannot bear. Just as Simon of Cyrene was not meant to 

carry Jesus’ cross, with all of the sins of the world piled upon it. What would bring him 

peace? Not having to carry what was piled on that cross. The same is true of us. But 

sometimes like that surgeon we can’t seem to let go of the crosses we were not meant 

to bear.  

 

Jesus comes to help you with that. Jesus came to bring you peace. How can you be 

sure of that what with all the wars that have been fought in Jesus’ name? You can be 

sure that Jesus came to bring you peace, because when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on 

Palm Sunday He was riding on a donkey. Not exactly the sort of battle transport that 

strikes fear in one’s foe, is it? Jesus came unarmed, riding on a donkey, and those with 

Him were unarmed when He rode right into the arms of Israel’s rebellious leaders. 

 

When his son Absalom had rebelled, King David did not ride through the streets of 

Jerusalem unarmed laying rightful claim to the throne of Israel. Instead, he led his 

band of soldiers out of the city. Days later he sent his soldiers into battle against 

Absalom’s forces, and in that single battle 20,000 men of Israel died. But Jesus led His 

royal, kingly procession into Jerusalem. Jesus claimed the throne of David as both 

Israel’s King and Israel’s Messiah, the very Son of David, the very fulfillment of Israel’s 

longing for a king that would bring peace. Jeus came to Jerusalem without threat or 

coercion or force. Rather, He rode peacefully right into the waiting arms of those who 

opposed Him, knowing exactly how it would all end. This was now God’s great Exodus, 

God marching toward Pharoah and his army, when the blood smeared on every 

doorpost would be the blood of God’s own Son, making peace between you and 

God, and the same for every human being. “The punishment that brought us peace 

was upon Him.” (Isaiah 53:5) Jesus came to bring you peace with God. To bear the 

weight of sins that neither you nor I can carry. 
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Your risen and living Jesus still comes to help you with crosses you were never meant to 

bear. As Isaiah 53 also says, “He took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows.” (Isaiah 

53:4) That’s a promise Jesus kept on the cross. See the beautiful image of Simon of 

Cyrene coming alongside Jesus to take the cross off of Him. And Simon didn’t even do 

it voluntarily. Then in that same image of Simon taking Jesus’ cross, see the far more 

beautiful image of Jesus voluntarily coming alongside you and voluntarily taking your 

crosses off of you of whatever grief or guilt is crushing you. He bears them for you, your 

infirmities and your sorrows, upon the cross of Calvary. So that you have peace not 

only with God but also with yourself.  

 

Amen 

 


